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The Value of Large Trees continued on page 5 
A Few Big Trees continued on page 2
Forest Lawn Cemetery in Omaha is home to many 









Large trees frame roads in Nebraska City’s 
Steinhart Park.
Inside
The Truth about Roots
An Ode to Hackberry
Pine Wilt Disease and 
Emerald Ash Borer
Trees with a Split 
Personality
The Simple Act of 
Planting Better Trees
Return of the Elm













































































































































































From top: Gary Zimmer, Curator 
of Gilman Park Arboretum in 
Pierce and Kristina Jensen, NSA 
Nursery Technician, stand next to 
a widespreading Amur corktree 
(Phellodendron amurense) 
at the Morton Arboretum near Chicago.
NSA volunteer Bob Vogel with the 
Nebraska state champion biitternut 
hickory in Auburn.
Close-up of tuliptree blossom .
Early spring catkins of Turkish filbert.
Overcup oak acorn.
A Few Big Trees continued from cover
3Eric Berg, Nebraska Forest Service






























































Myth:  Tree roots exist only 




































Top: The major portion of a tree’s root system is 
made up of small feeder roots. Because they are 
fine-textured and close to the surface, they are 
easily damaged by compaction, construction dam-
age and chemical applications.
Bottom: Circling and girdled roots are a common 
problem in container-grown trees.




























































“In the intimate and 
humanized landscape, 
trees become the 
greatest single 
element linking 
us visually and 
emotionally with our 






us, fill us with awe, 
make us afraid or 
humble, but a tree we 
understand and can 
allow to become part 
of us.  It’s no wonder 
that when we first 
think of a garden we 






































































































































































































































Thousands of Scotch pines have died of Pine Wilt Disease (top photo taken in Auburn). Though not 
yet sighted in Nebraska, Emerald Ash Borer has killed millions of trees in more eastern states and 
is moving westward toward Nebraska, often by means of transported firewood.
Top: Most white ash cultivars, including 
‘Autumn Purple’, are budded onto
 green ash rootstock.
Bottom: Red maple cultivars are often prone 
















































































































From top:  Large-growing trees are important 
even in very urban settings, such as this plaza in 
downtown Kansas City.
Trees shade a bench in Atchison, KS.
Kentucky coffeetree is one of the most beautiful 
and adaptable large-growing trees for Nebraska. 
Here they grace pathways at Harmon Park in 
Kearney.
“A single great tree can make a kind of garden, an entirely new place on the 
land, and in my mind I was already visiting the place my maple made, resting 
in its shade. I knew it wouldn’t happen overnight, probably not even in my 
lifetime, but wasn’t that precisely the point? To embark on a project that 
would outlast me, to plant a tree whose crown would never shade me but my 
children or, more likely, the children of strangers? Tree planting is always a 
utopian enterprise, it seems to me, a wager on a future the planter doesn’t 
necessarily expect to witness.”
Michael Pollan, Second Nature
The	Simple	Act	of	
Planting	Better	Trees
















































































































	 The most prominent new elms 




	 Several of the elms are able to 
tolerate a wide range of growing 
conditions	including	the	poor	soils	and	
the	extreme	climate	of	the	Great	Plains.
	 The tall, arching habit of some 
elms makes them especially useful	for	
planting	along	streets	and	in	parks	where	
many	treeless	gaps	still	exist.
	 The new elms help greatly expand 
the diversity of	large-stature	trees	
available	for	planting	in	Nebraska.














































































































From top: Accolade™ elm; leaf of American elm.
Japanese elm is a graceful tree that has good 
potential for the Great Plains. 
Rock elms growing along a street in Cheyenne, 
WY attest to the tree’s toughness.











There’s lots to love if you’re looking for large shade trees for Nebraska. 
From top: Bur oaks on the campus of Peru State College (“Campus of a 
Thousand Oaks”).
Fall foliage of white oak.
Creamy, mottled bark of London planetree.
Concolor fir (Abies concolor) is one of the most graceful evergreens for 
Nebraska. Many large specimens, including the state champion, can be found 
at the CABG Patch Arboretum–an NSA affiliate site just north of Omaha.













































































































higher.		The first lateral roots should 
end up just under the soil surface	(1-2”	




















































































































Before planting a container-grown tree, examine 
the root system carefully and remove any excess 
potting soil and/or root massing above the trunk 
flare.
For container-grown trees, it is important to try 
to straighten any roots found growing in a circle. 
If the roots cannot be carefully pulled straight, 
the root mass will likely need to be vertically 
scored (cut) in three or four places around the 
root mass.
Nebraska tree enthusiasts and a properly planted 
tree in Cheyenne, Wyoming.  From left: Dave 
Mooter (Kennard), Lyle Minshull (North Platte), 
Justin Evertson (Waverly), Chip Murrow (Lincoln), 
George and Gayla Probasco (Arapahoe), Deb 
Henderson (Hemingford).
